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Holiday Tips for the Environment

‘Tis the season to give, celebrate, and protect the environ-
ment! Here are a few simple things you can do to make a
difference this holiday season:

e Gift Wrap: Reuse bows, bags, fabrics and decorative
boxes. Call 3-1-1 for City of Dallas paper recycling
options in your area. Buy recycled products when
possible.

e Holiday Trees: Recycle your holiday tree this year. Call
3-1-1 for City of Dallas drop-off locations. Refrain from
using fake snow or tinsel as neither can be recycled.
Use a live, uncut tree and replant it after the holidays.

e Cards: Save old holiday cards and use for crafts, orna-
ments and holiday decorations. Buy recycled cards, or
consider sending E-cards to save paper.

e Entertaining: Use dishes, silverware, and cloth napkins
instead of disposable items. Avoid wasting food by
cooking only the amount needed. Recycle all glass
bottles, plastic jugs, and aluminum cans.

e Energy: Use a timer for your holiday lights to avoid
keeping lights on all night. Lower your thermostat when
you are not at home to save energy.
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1. herbicides
2. call 311

3. grass clippings
4. pesticides
5. recycling

6. trash

7. motor oil

8. fertilizer

9. composting
10. sediment
11. soaps
12. yard waste
13. pet waste
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If you would like us to make a presentation
for your organization about storm water
pollution, or permitting requirements, contact
our Education Team at (214) 948-4022 and

ask to speak with Denyse Jones.
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Fall has finally arrived! With the turning of the leaves & %
we are reminded that the time has come to plan for our

winter Iandscapes If the thought of picking up another rake is frightening,

then you're in luck! If you act now, you can decrease your time in the yard

and devote more time to enjoying the season!

Keep Yard Debris Out of the Storm Drains. Believe it or not, |mproper disposal of yard waste pollutes our
water ways. When yard waste such as grass clippings, fallen leaves, shrub trimmings, and brush get blown into the
streets as a result of landscape maintenance, it is eventually washed into the nearest storm drain inlet during the next rain
event. This significantly impacts the quality of the water because, unlike sanitary sewers, anything dumped into the storm
drain system is discharged untreated into the nearest lake, stream, creek, or river. Also, organic materials such as grass
clippings and leaves deplete the oxygen level in the water, which is harmful to aquatic life. In addition, yard waste can clog
up the storm drain system and cause flooding. ﬁ‘
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Feed your Landscape...not the Landfill. Tree leaves, like grass clippings, contain valuable nutrients and
provide a great source of organic matter which can be used as fertilizer. A light covering of fallen leaves can be mowed,
leaving the shredded leaves in place on the lawn. This technique is most effective if a mulching mower is used, since it
cuts leaves into fine pieces that fall and settle to the ground.

Other Options for Leaf Disposal. When heavy leaf cover is present, mowing the lawn is not an effective method
of leaf management. In such an instance, removal of the leaves will be necessary. ﬁ

m Compost at home. What do you do with a heavy leaf cover? Do what farmers and gardeners have done for
centuries - compost! Compost is the end product of a biological process that turns fresh leaves, grass clippings,
and kitchen scraps into a dark, nutrient-rich and odorless soil conditioner. Through regular use of compost you
can drastically reduce or sometimes eliminate the need for chemical fertilizers. It also helps your soil retain
moisture which can reduce your water bill. Composting is an easy, simple solution that makes lawn care more
convenient and saves you money.

w Compost with the City of Dallas. If composting at home is not an option or if you are allergic to compost, rake
~ leaves into bags and drop them off for composting at either one of the following City of Dallas composting sites:

Southeast — McCommas Bluff Landfill
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(Falling Leaves, continued from page 1) Word Scramble Puzzle J UST f or kids
More GREEN Lawn Care Resources

Unscramble the words shown at the end of each clue given below and
place the unscrambled words into the puzzle provided. All the words are
either sources of storm water pollution or ways to prevent storm water
pollution. Once the puzzle is complete, a hidden message will be October
revealed in the orange area. Number 2 is already completed for you. 20 Industrial Workshop

8:30 am - 1:00 pm
City Hall, L1FN Auditorium

For more information about outdoor water conservation and xeriscaping (landscaping with native and adapted plants),
call the City of Dallas Water Utilities Conservation at (214) 670-3155 or visit www.txsmartscape.com.

(TCEQ) at 1-800-CLEAN-UP or visit www.tceq.com. More information is also available on the Environmental Protection

For information about lawn chemical usage and composting, call the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
Agency website, www.epa.gov/pesticides. ﬁ

1. Chemicals used on lawns to stop weed growth can also harm

For information about landscaping and gardening in the Dallas area, mulching, composting, and integrated pest manage- aquatic plants (siirehcebd) 22 World Wide Monitoring Day,

Il the Te ive E ion for Dall 214 - isit http://dallas-tx. .edu. ; ;
ment, call the Texas Cooperative Extension for Dallas County at (214) 903-3050 or visit http://dallas-tx.tamu.edu 2. What can you do to report storm water polluters (alcl 131) Aquatic Alliance / Texas Watch,
8:30 am - 10:30 am
3. These should be bagged or kept on the lawn after mowing and not Bachman Lake

blown into the street (cpilgpnis srsag)

Mulching Mower Facts \&

# Saves you time! No more hassle of messy grass catchers and trash bags.

November
4. Chemicals used in yards to keep the insects away; can also Kkill
beneficial aquatic insects (esitpdesci) 15 Texas Recycles Day

w Saves you money! Provide a natural, non-toxic, FREE lawn nutrient that reduces the need for fertilizers and Visit www.texasrecyclesday.org

water. In some cases, leaving grass clippings on the lawn all summer is the equivalent to one application of The process where used items are taken and broken down into

* fertilizer. materials that are used to make new items (cclyergin) 17 Construction Workshop
S . . - 8:30 am - 1:00 pm
Converting is easy! You can buy and install a mulching blade or attachment on your existing lawn mower. Blades 6. These items are collected in “cans” and taken to the landfill (atshr) City Hall, L1FN Auditorium
w are inexpensive and easy to install. ’
/ 7. Afluid found in cars that can poison fish if discharged into lakes,
Time to Buy? Purchase a mulching mower when you're ready for a new mower. Mulching mowers have many o creeks, and rivers (tromo loi) P g December
the same features found on bagging lawn mowers. Increased demand for mulching mowers has resulted in ’ Happy Holidays!
many different brands, models, and features from which to choose. 8. Asubstance used on lawns to provide extra nutrients to plants; can

cause increased algae growth when found in water bodies (zreftlire)

pollution control programs. In an effort to comply with the EPA's mandate, the Dallas City Code Article X, "Storm Water 9. A process that can turn yard and food waste into a nutrient-rich
Drainage System," of chapter 19, Sec. 19-118.2(f)(5) states that "A person commits an offense if he discharges or allows substance that can be beneficial to plants in your backyard

or permits the discharge of garbage, rubbish, or yard waste into the storm water drainage system." Please do not throw (psigcootmn)

yard waste into the storm drains or our creeks.

It’s the Law! The Clean Water Act gave the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) the authority to implement water g i
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In recent years, fried turkey dinners with all the trimmings have become 10. A poIIutar)t that comes from er(3>sion or disturbed earth during

Th e a celebrated part of Thanksgiving, Christmas, and other major holidays. construction (tsnidmee) R I:I
However, there is one very important part to these holiday meals that , , X ;

11. Chemicals we use to clean things; can harm our environment if

H O l i d a does not receive the attention it is due . . . the used cooking oil and " d h drai
y grease (or fat). : , allowed to enter the storm drain system (psosa)

PO l l u te rs More often than not, leftover cooking oil and grease from frying is 12. Things produced from maintaining our yards,

d Cooking Oil and G washed down indoor plumbing systems or dumped directly into storm like grass clippings a;\d old limbs, trl]lat can be A
Used Cooking Oil and Grease drain inlets. These incorrect means of disposal can cause clogged comiost_ed msteadlokbecommg pollutants in our
pipes, sanitary sewer overflows, and damage to our water ways. creeks, rivers, and lakes (dray stawe)
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13. We should pick up this pollutant after

Follow these proper disposal methods to help keep our creeks healthy h ful i f 8 — —
and festive throughout the holiday season: our pets to prevent harmful bacteria from
being released into our waterways —— |
« Filter and freeze the used cooking oil to reuse in the future. (etp stawe) g 0 (Answers on last page)
» Soak up small amounts of cooking oil and grease with a paper —

towel or pour the oil into crumpled newspaper or a sturdy, 10

closed-lid container (like a coffee can) and dispose of it in
the trash.

* Take larger amounts of used cooking oil (in containers of 5
gallons or less) to the Dallas County Home Chemical
Collection Center (HC3). The HC3 will only accept used
cooking oil generated from residential use. For more infor-
mation, contact the HC3 at 214-553-1765.
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